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 What a time we are living thru! So many unexpected 

changes! 

In January 1943, warm Chinook winds hit Spearfish, SD, 

and quickly raised the temperature from -4 degrees to 45 

degrees F. That is a drastic weather change! That is a change of 

49 degrees which took place in just two minutes! Yes, in just 

two minutes, the temperature went from heavy winter coat, 

boots, and gloves to a spring jacket and sneakers in two 

minutes! 

 The widest temperature change ever recorded in the USA 

over a 24 hour period is an incredible 103 degrees! On January 

15, 1972 in Loma Montana, the temperature went from -54 

degrees to 49 degrees. That is a jump of 103 degrees! In Loma, 

they went from -54 degree – do not go outside temperature to 

49 degrees – go outside and work in garden temperature. 

 Sudden changes are not simply a weather phenomenon. It 

sometimes can occur in the very nature of life. In our scripture 

reading from James 4:13 – 17, we have unexpected changes. In 

our living in this world, we have things come up that are 

unexpected. We suffer an unexpected loss of a loved one. We 

have a surprising medical diagnosis. We have a severe financial 

reversal. And we have to move which comes up suddenly. I 



think we all have been there – I would venture to guess that we 

all have experienced a sudden unexpected change in our lives! 

 Look at this year 2020, a year we wanted 20-20 vision of 

God’s plan for us. But here we are just wanting normalcies in 

our lives. What unexpected changes have occurred! We went 

from normal life to sheltering in place. We went from a place of 

joy and excitement, to a place of fear and anxiety. We went 

from a time when the news was informational to a time when 

the news is depressing.  What unexpected changes! 

 

 Let me share a story about unexpected changes. I knew a 

lady in her 90’s named Jane Litterer. Let me share her year of 

1942. She was in the graduation class of 1942 which had 30 

students in it. On Dec. 7th, 1941 Pearl Harbor happened and 

immediately every young man in her graduating class went to 

the Principal and asked him if they could graduate early to join 

the Army or Navy. Permission was granted to leave school early 

to serve the country in the military. Jane’s future husband was 

one of those young men named Glenn. They decided to get 

married before he left for the military, so quickly they put 

together a wedding and pledged their love for each other. Jane 

was a very good student and she was the valedictorian of the 

graduating class. In late April a Scarlet Fever epidemic swept 

through her community so graduation was cancelled. No Prom, 

no graduation ceremony, and no chance for her to give her 

valedictorian graduation speech.  



 One time when I was visiting with Jane and looking at her 

photo albums. I found an envelope with a message in it. I pulled 

it out and ask her what this was? Jane said that was her 

valedictorian speech that she never gave. I was surprised by it. 

Jane had lovely cursive writing but her eye sight was not great. I 

ask her if I could read it to her. She sat in her favorite chair and 

listen to me read her speech. As I read it, I could see tears 

forming in her eyes. She often closed her eyes and a tear would 

roll down her cheek. She would often tilt her head backwards 

as if she was looking to heaven. She look at a chair next to her 

where her husband Glenn would sit in. He had passed away a 

few years before this. I felt her seeing Glenn in his chair. I could 

sense her mind returning to 1942. 

After I finished her valedictorian speech, she said that the 

first time that was read aloud in over 60 years and that I was 

the only one to hear it other than a few family and friends.   

Think of how many unexpected changes occurred in 1941-

1942 for her. World War II, a marriage to a man leaving to serve 

our country in North Africa and Italy, Scarlet Fever, and no 

graduation ceremony for her to share her valedictorian speech. 

What unexpected changes!          

 

 Life is a journey with many unpredictable elements. This is 

precisely why James warns us to turn from arrogant schemes 

that do not take the Almighty into account.  



James advises us – You ought to say, if it is the Lord’s will, 

we will live and do this or that. The events of our lives may be 

uncertain, but one thing is sure – through all of life’s 

unexpected moments and changes, our God will never leave us. 

God is our one constant throughout life. 

 Life, in this time of a world pandemic, is a journey with so 

many unexpected changes. This is precisely why I chose James’ 

warning for us. James advises us – You ought to say, if it is the 

Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that. This time in history 

have made our lives very uncertain, but one thing is sure – 

though we all live in a time of unexpected moments and 

changes, our God will never leave us. Our God is our one 

constant in life. 

 

 At noon on Sept, 21st, 1938, a young meteorologist warned 

the US Weather Bureau of two fronts forcing a hurricane 

northward toward New England. But the chief of forecasting 

scoffed at young man’s prediction. He said – Surely a tropical 

storm would not strike so far north! Two hours later the 1938 

New England Hurricane made landfall on Long Island and by 

4pm it hit Boston. It tossed ships onto the land and almost 

every home on the coast crumbled under its force. Beaches 

were washed away into the sea. More than 600 people died. 

Had the victims received a warning based on solid data and 

detailed maps – they likely would have survived! 



 The concept of knowing whose word to heed has 

precedent in scripture. In Jeremiah’s day, God warned His 

people against false prophets. Jeremiah said – Do not listen to 

them. They fill you with false hopes. They speak visions from 

their own minds, not from the mouth of the Lord. And God said 

to them – If they had stood in my council, they would have 

proclaimed my words to my people! 

‘False prophets’ are still with us. ‘Experts’ dispense advice 

while ignoring God altogether. ‘People’ twist God’s words to 

suit their purposes. But through God’s Word and the Holy 

Spirit, God has given us what we need to begin to discern the 

false from the true. As we gauge everything by the truth of 

God’s Word, our own words and lives will increasingly reflect 

that truth to others. 

And what is the ultimate truth we need to discern – To 

have empathy toward all people and to show love and 

compassion upon all we meet.     

 Life’s journey for me has had many unpredictable 

elements and unexpected changes. I would never have thought 

that I would be preaching to an empty church. I would never 

have thought that I would be posted on YouTube. 

 When facing sudden changes, remember God is always 

with you. With so many claiming to speak the truth these days, 

we need God’s help to learn what voices are speaking the truth. 

 



 Let us pray: 

 Father, forgive us for the times we worry over things. Let 

us remember that we cannot control the unexpected and 

unpredictable. Help us to find our rest in You.  

 O God, help us to discern what You really have to say. Let 

us be sensitive to your Holy Spirit, not the spirit of this world. 

 Amen.  


